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Selection of Windsurfing Equipment for the 2008 Olympic Regatta 

A submission from Swiss Sailing 

PROPOSAL: 
Proposed Equipment 

o A Hybrid board like, for example, “F2 PD Project” is the preferred choice but has 
to be further developed to improve low wind performance. 

o Equipment has to be durable enough to last for more than one season. 

o New rigs between 7.5m² and 10m² with on the fly outhaul and downhaul 
adjusting possibilities and wide wind-range have to be developed. 

Other Requirements 
o Same boards for men and women. 
o Reasonable price, in the range of the old MOD. 
o A new One Design Class with fixed measurement regulations. 
o Multiple Manufacturers shall be allowed. 
o Board shall run upwind reasonably in non-planing conditions without constant 

“pumping”. 
Proposed Schedule 

o For the board: 
o Settlement of development in 2004. 
o Finalising of improvements and fine-tuning on the board by the end of 

2005 at the latest. 
o No further changes until 2008. 

o For the rigs: 
o Same as the board, but maximum 1 year later. 

o Final project time schedules to be negotiated between ISAF and the 
manufacturers (no dictate!). 

o Athletes and National organisations need to be updated regularly about the 
status of progress and tentative delivery dates. 

CURRENT POSITION: 
[None given] 

REASON: 
1. MOD Class shrank to almost zero because of uncertain future after Athena. 
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2. FW Class stagnating, due to “costs to remain competitive” and due to huge sail 
sizes needed.  

3. Swiss Regatta venues are lakes with low to medium wind strengths, which 
means that we are interested in new equipment that performs in both non-planing 
and planning conditions. 

4. In order to support our sport and increase its attractiveness it is essential that 
Windsurfing remains 'Olympic' for both men and women. 

5. Falling back to the old Mistral OD would be a catastrophe; not because it was not 
a good board or that it is not suitable for Swiss conditions, but because of the 
necessary impulse to rejuvenate, the Windsurfing Regatta scene will be missing. 

6. The manufacturers and their development teams are faced with a big challenge 
to launch new attractive boards and rigs, fulfilling the high expectations in the 
short period provided.  Therefore, all possible support must be given to them by 
ISAF, the Classes, and the athletes (such as feedback, testing, trial regattas, or 
whatever they may ask for.  The athletes must be part of the development loop.  
This way we can avoid disappointing results or delayed delivery of new 
equipment. 


